
A Newspaper For You! 

 On October 27, 2016 the      

Student Council hosted the 

Annual Haunted Hallway!  

This took place in the Pool 

area hallway.  In a matter of a 

few short hours, the Student   

Council transformed this area 

into something quite             

frightening.  If you were 

brave enough to walk through 

the Haunted Hallway you 

were greeted with bugs on the 

wall, cob webs in your path, 

and gruesome decorations    

lining both the walls and 

draped area.  But the greatest 

scare came from the many             

students who volunteered as 

actors.  They worked behind 

the scenes to follow a        

frightening script that 

incorporated Language 

Arts and History into the 

mix!  The teachers who 

volunteered to help at 

the dance stated that the 

line for the Haunted 

Hallway wrapped all the 

way around to the dance  

concession area! 

You can be sure that this 

will be an annual treat 

for the students of W.M.S.  

And be prepared for next 

year’s event to be even larger 

and more fun! 

A huge thank you to Mrs. 

Madalena and the  Student 

Council members who 

worked on this awesome 

event.   

By Dezarae Oquendo 
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Cycle 1—2016 

Washington Middle School 

was the recipient of the    

Rubbell Scholarship. 45     

Students were awarded a 

class trip to the United States 

Holocaust Memorial Museum 

in Washington DC. The 

scholarship is named after 

Michael Rubbell who was a 

Holocaust survivor. The    

students were accompanied 

by two Holocaust survivors 

for the entire trip.  Thank 

You to Mrs. Dunphy for   

applying for this amazing 

scholarship!  

Pinwheels for Peace 



Business 
 
While in School, what was your       
favorite subject? 
Mr. Green—My favorite subject 
while in school was History. 
 
What inspired you to become a 
teacher? 
Mr. Green—My desire to help 
young minds grow and know about 
how the world we live in came     
together. 
What is your most favorite book? 
Mrs. Titterington—Snowflower 
and the Secret Fan. The book is    
located in China, it is about two   
sisters, Lily and Snowflower who 
learn the traditions such as foot 
binding and relationships. 
 
What are your other career 
choices? Mrs. Titterington—
Accounting and Hair dresser 
 
What is your worst fear in a      
classroom? 
Mrs. Titterington—My worst fear is 

that I might not be able to help a 
student who gets hurt in the      
classroom. 
 
What is your teaching style? 
Mrs. Titterington—I like to help 
students learn using modeling; 
guided practice; group work and 
discussion. 
 
Do you enjoy teaching your        
students what you know? 
Mrs. Titterington—Yes, I feel    
comfortable explaining to students 
how to solve math and I like to 
spread my knowledge to the next 
generation of humans.   

 

By Ashrit Yarava & Anthony Xu  

 

 

Have you ever wondered about 
your teachers likes and interests?  
Well now you’ll find out just a little 
bit more about the people educating 
you every day.  We are starting our 
first of many teacher interviews with 
Mr. Green and Mrs. Titterington.  
Take a look at their responses to 
some interesting questions we 
asked them.    

 
What part of your job do you like 
the most? 
Mr. Green—I like the satisfaction of 
helping students learn the history of 
the United States of America. 
 
What sport do you like the most and 
in the sport, hat team do you like? 
Mr. Green—The sport that I like the 
most is Football. The Giants are my 
most favorite team. 
 
What were your other career 
choices other than teaching? 
Mr. Green—My other career choice 
other than teaching was Trucking 

Would you want a day in school to not wear 
your uniform and dress up from a different 
decade? Well that’s what Decades Day is. This 
year we started out Decades Day with a tribute 
to the 50s.  On that day we were allowed to 
dress up as if you were from the 50’s. Mr. 
Landy & Mrs. Madalena discussed the idea and 
found a way to make it work.  The proposal was        
accepted by all the teachers, Mr.Landy thought 
that it was a great idea, and it was approved by 
the Board of   Education. Last year we had 
80’s day and it was a huge success, as Mrs.       
Madalena says.  So many students participated 
and had fun.  They ended the day with a movie 
treat of watching ET, The Extra Terrestrial.   
The Student Council does not request a     
donation for dressing up because it is all part 
of school spirit.   Teachers are asked to     
incorporate some type of academic lesson that 

relates to the 50s.   Most of the teachers will 
center their lesson plans around the decade. So 
when you enter WMS, it’ll be like going back to 
the past. The theme of the entire school would 
be 50’s, such as food, work, clothes, etc. 
There will be another decades day in the spring. 
But for November, it was the 50’s.  
I’m sure the spring will bring on a “totally     
radical” theme if you “catch my drift”!   
By Beatriz Conceicao  
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Getting A Closer Look At Teaching...Interviews with Mr. Green & Mrs. Titterington 

VISITING THE PAST...DECADE DAY!   

 



 

December 6, 2017 was the first show of the 2016-17 dance 

team.  The Dance team performed popular hits from 2016. 

The dances were amazing and the crowd really got into 

it. It was an overall great night for everyone.  There 

was free food and water, a raffle, and a Juju On That 

Beat     Contest. There was a special surprise for one 

of the members, Dezarae Oquendo, being that it was her      

birthday! Next from the dance team will be a performance 

on The Late Greats! Hope to see you there. 

 

There was also a lot of fun songs from 2016 that the 

crowd enjoyed. Some songs that the crowd enjoyed were 

Panda, Let Me Love You, One Dance/Hasta El Amanecer, 

Keys, All The Way Up,No Limit,24K Magic and so much 

more! There was also the opener for the showcase which 

was the Superbowl performance. There were a lot of trios 

and solos. Everyone in the showcase did an amazing job 

yesterday. 

 
As a result, the performance was an amazing and fun 

filled night. The dance team really put their 

blood,sweat,and tears into the performance. The dance 

team is a really great program that is believed to be 

somewhere someone can express themselves through     

dancing. If you were there you could really see all the 

joy every single one of the dancers had. They really 

lived for the    applause!  

 

This article is brought to you by:Beatriz Conceicao, 

Dezarae Oquendo,and Emily Soto 
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Dance Team Tribute to 2016 



O n  T h u r s d a y — N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 1 6  
o u r  s c h o o l  h a d  t h e  s e c o n d       

a n n u a l  D i v e  I n  M o v i e  T h e a t e r .   
T h e s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  

s w i m  a n d  w a t c h  J a w s !   T h e  e v e n t  
w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  f i l l i n g  

a n  e n t i r e  t a b l e  f i l l e d  w i t h  n o n  
p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d  i t e m s .  W e  w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  o f  t h e           
s t u d e n t s ,   M r s .  S ,  t h e  h i g h  

s c h o o l  l i f e g u a r d s ,  a n d  M r s .  
M a d a l e n a  f o r  a n  a m a z i n g  e v e n t !   

Top Songs of 2016 
1. Side to Side by Ariana Grande (feat. Nicki Minaj) 
2. Don’t Let Me Down by The Chainsmokers (feat.Daya) 
3.   Starboy by The Weeknd 

4. Heathens by Twenty One Pilots 

5. One Dance by Drake 

6. Treat You Better by Shawn Mendes 

7. Closer by The Chainsmokers 

8. Can’t Stop This Feeling by Justin Timblerlake 

9.This Is What You Came For by Calvin Harris (feat, Rihanna) 
10. Black Beatles by Rae Stremmurd 

By Camila Romero 

  

 
The yearbook is a club that tries to show the diver-

sity between everybody in the school. By putting 

all the pictures and events that we have had during 

the school year not only do we show diversity, but 

we also show how many different clubs and events 

happen at our school. By having all of these differ-

ent clubs and events everybody can express them-

selves and find what they want to become when they are older. Yearbook is also a 

place to show your creativity through design.  We feel the yearbook fosters      

creativity  because you start with a blank book and you design it into whatever you want. 
In Yearbook we have the cover picked out and our page layout. All we need to do is plot where the pictures are going to be. 

We also need to figure out what clubs we have this year and which ones we don’t. Yes, we still need to do a lot but just keep this in 

mind, we started this club not so long ago. The yearbook is going to be amazing this year. Can’t wait for you to see it in June! 

 
By: Amelia Sanecka-maj and Jennifer Rueda  

Exploring 

the Statue Of    

Liberty with 

7th Grade!   



High Tech High School 

Looking forward to apply to High Tech High 

School? You can’t just get 100s on every test, 

get honor roll and call it a day. You need to 

prove to everyone that you are worthy to go 

there. You need to show High Tech that you 

can be a great student in their school. You’d 

also need to participate in a lot of                  

extracurricular activities. Which is why I put 

together some things you would need to put do 

to make yourself presentable for getting into 

the school of your dreams! 

You’d need your portfolio first. You are going 

to need this to show the HTHS staff the        

extracurricular activities, clubs, and programs 

you have participated in. Also, you can put in 

scientific research, animations, drawings, etc. 

in your portfolio if you wish to major in         

science, art, or computer animation. Make sure 

you include everything in there! Next, you’d 

need at LEAST 2 to 3 teacher recommendation 

letters. In order to get one, just ask a teacher 

that has known you for a year or two, and give 

them some time to write it. Finally, you’d need 

to send in the online application to HTHS. It 

can be found on their website, and it may take 

a while to write in everything. You would need 

to pick a major, a language you’d learn at the 

school, contact information, and much more! 

In the application, you would also have to 

write an essay (two, if you are applying for 

both High Tech and County Prep), so be      

prepared for that. 

So start planning now for your high school   

future.  High Tech High School is an amazing 

school and free to Hudson County residents 

who gain admittance into one of their many 

academic programs.   

   

 By  

 Olivia Dul 

There is a very interesting after school program run by Mrs.       

Dunphy. This program is called “Family Friendly”. 

It gives children the opportunity to learn and interact with each 

other with sports, homework assistance, and more. The program is run all 

week for 6/7th graders and 4 days per week for 8th graders. It starts at 

3:10PM, and ends at 5:10PM. There are also designated teachers for each 

subject, so the students get to learn more with the teachers. 

The program was started from a grant from the state of NJ. It sup-

plies 60 students, and the rest is supported by Dr. Doran. In addition, to make 

the program more enjoyable, there are contests in-between the time of Family 

Friendly, where students can earn prizes to bring back home. 

This program also allows the students to have fun after school, 

which can be gym, computers, pool, and walks around the town. All of these 

events are monitored by school faculty, which keeps the students safe at all 

times. 

You can also receive free snacks everyday during this program. 

You can also bring in your own snack if you do not like the ones that are 

provided. 

Many other services are provided, but these will only be allowed to those 

who join Family Friendly.  

By Anthony Xu 

Thankful For  

Great Students and    

Amazing Teachers 



EVERYONE.  AND AS A SPECIAL 

TREAT, WE ALL RECEIVED     

TURKEY SHAPED PRETZELS!  IT 

DEFINITELY WAS A 

GIFT TO OUR EYES, 

MOUTH, AND EVEN 

OUR EARS.  THE 

BAND TREATED US 

TO A BEAUTIFUL 

CONCERT WHILE WE 

CELEBRATED ALL WE ARE 

THANKFUL FOR  WITH OUR 

FRIENDS AND TEACHERS OF 

WMS.   

BEFORE WE LEFT, 

WE PARTICIPATED 

IN THE                  

MANNEQUIN    

CHALLENGE TOO! 

WMS DECIDED TO BRING BACK A 

SPECIAL TREAT THIS        

THANKSGIVING.   

OUR THANKSGIVING FEAST WAS 

CELEBRATED ON WEDNESAY-  

NOVEMBER 23, 2016 IN OUR GYM.  

EVERY STUDENT IN OUR      

BUILDING ENTERED THE GYM 

TO A SEA OF AUTUM COLORED         

TABLES.  THEY COULD SMELL 

THE DELICIOUS TURKEY,     

STUFFING, MASHED POTATOES, 

AND CRANBERRY SAUCE THAT 

OUR AWESOME CAFETERIA 

STAFF PREPARED FOR              
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MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR AT WMS 

 

 

 

The students and staff members of Washington Middle School 
have once again recognized and supported the awareness and 
movement toward a cure of Breast Cancer.  The Pink Ribbon    
Campaign kicked off on October 1st and Student Council     
members worked hard going from class to class to accept $1.00 
donations toward the cause.  The school generated a total of 
$650.00 through their fundraising efforts.  This money will be 
donated to the Harrison Cancer League.  Congratulations to 
Mrs. Choffo’s homeroom for contributing a large amount of 
money toward the cause.  Their homeroom will be treated to an 
ice cream sundae party.   



 

saxophones. In each section 
they have a section leader 
who helps them with their   
music and anything else they 
are having trouble with. We 
also have 1st and 2nd      
players, meaning the section 
is divided in half so that the 
people with less experience 
play for the 2nds while the 
people with more experience 
play for the 1sts. So far this 
year most of the new       
members have shown to be 
very promising  when it 
comes to their determination 
to get better. 
Our band director Mr. Osorio 
allows some of our band 
members to be in high school 
band and the Blue Tide 
Soundwaves Marching band. 

The high school is having it’s 
concert next Wednesday. 
They have been practicing 5 
pieces. They are also going 
to play a brass ensemble, 
woodwind ensemble, and a 
jazz ensemble. We also have 
the Blue Tide Soundwaves 
Marching Band. During the 
Summer we had to go 
through a rough Summer 
camp where we learned the 
pieces to play on the field. 
The summer school was one 
of the most toughest           
experiences of our lives. We 
played at every football game 
for the high school. In the end 
we had lots of fun! 
 

By:Gabriel Da Rocha, Tobey 
Chan, and Victor Fotev 

The Washington Mid-
dle School band has been 
working on perfecting our line 
up of pieces for this year’s 
winter concert. We have been 
learning 5 pieces since the 
beginning of school year. As 
of this year, the band has a 
total of about 60 band mem-
bers. 5 members of the brass 
sections have been working 
on a brass quintet, meaning 5 
brass players were selected 
to play a special piece. There 
is also a woodwind ensemble 
which is like the brass quintet, 
but for the flutes and         
clarinets. 
We have different sections in 
our band including, trumpet, 
low brass, percussion, flutes, 
clarinets, French horns, and 

WMS had their annual Mix It Up day 

and it just happened to coincide with 

the Student Council Talk About It 

Thursday—All About Me Shirt Day.   

The students entered the cafeteria      

wearing different color glow bracelets.  

The color they were wearing matched 

up to a balloon color at each table.  

By doing this, the students are encour-

aged to “Mix It Up” and sit with other 

students that they may not normally sit 

with during lunch time.  Students are 

then welcome to start conversations 

with their new friends at their tables.   

This year had an addition of an All 

About Me Shirt to help the discussions.  

Students came in to school wearing 

shirts that they created with details    

describing them.  The details they 

chose may have even surprised some of 

their best friends!   We are looking 

forward to next year’s Mix It Up Day! 
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Mix It Up Day 

Music To Your Ears 



Have you started to wonder 
just what your life might have 
in store for you ten to twenty 
years from now?  What do you 
want to be when you grow up?  
Will you be able to find a job 
that you enjoy, yet still be able 
to pay the bills?   

Washington Middle School 
hosted a Career Day on           
December 8, 2016.  Our          
students were fortunate to not 
only meet some very amazing 
people of this world, but we 
were also able to learn more 
about their occupations.   

And one of the best parts of 
the day was that many of the 
career minded individuals were 
also graduates of the Harrison 
School District.   

We interviewed some of the 
students in our school to find 
out their thoughts about the 
day.  Here’s what they had to 
say… 

 

“Career Day was really fun and 
I learned a lot about people’s 
jobs.” - Anthony Da Silveira 

 

“Career Day was inspirational 
for students to see future      
careers that they could choose 
from.  I learned that people 
work hard everyday and you 
never really know how       
stressful their job could be.”  - 
Hennessy Salgado 

“It was a nice change of pace 
for us to see potential careers 
and not just read articles about 
them.” - Emily Da Silva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It was interesting to find out 
what people do for a living.  My 
favorite presentation was from 
the detective who presented in 
Mr. Stahl’s class.” - Alexa Cruz 

 

“The presentation that I         
enjoyed the most was the lady 
who worked at the Children’s 
Museum.  I liked it because she 
had a variety of artifacts with 
her to share.”  - Francesco 
Rosas 
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shirts, t-shirts, hooded         

sweatshirts, pens, notebooks, 

and additional school supplies.  

They have even added on some 

items for the new year.  Be sure 

to place your order with them for 

new logo designed shirts, sweat-

shirts, sweatpants, and even 

shorts!  Oh and the great thing 

about the General Store      

sweatshirts is that you can wear 

them during the school day!   

We wish our General Store and 

their workers much success this 

school year.   

We are so very proud of the    

students in Mrs. Bauman’s class 

for not only helping to get the 

General Store off the ground, but 

for also working in the store    

before and after school.   They 

are doing such a wonderful job 

of selling items such as sweat-

“I really liked the counselor who 

worked at a hospital.  It was great to 

know that someone is there to talk to 

kids about their family life and all of 

the things that go on in their lives.” - 

Samuel Dias 

 

 

 

“One new piece of information I 

learned from Career Day is that you 

don’t have to just be a professional 

sitting at a desk to make a lot.  You can 

actually have a lot of fun doing your 

job.  I like the  presentation about the 

Children’s  Museum because  she made 

it seem like her job was exciting and 
“Career Day showed me that everyone 

has different jobs and experiences to 

share with others.  I learned a lot about 

designing homes from one presentation 

and another one was a lot of fun by    

showing us items from a Children’s     

Museum.”  Aaliyah Orellana 

to Mrs. Madalena at  

kim.madalena@staff.harrisonsch

ools.org  Will your work be the 

next to appear in our Cycle 2 

Newspaper?  We sure hope so!  

But send in your work soon       

because space is limited.   

 

Have you ever thought about 

writing or reporting for our school 

newspaper, but you don’t have the 

time to attend all of our meetings?  

Well have no fear     because we 

have the perfect solution for you!  

Sign up to be a guest writer,      

reporter, photographer, or artist.  

You can email your original work 
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SCHOOL STORE SUCCESS! 

CONTINUED…. 



Cheerleading is finally catching a break!  People, 

and I mean important people, are recognizing it 

as a sport.  On December 6, 2016, it was an-

nounced that the International Olympics Com-

mittee has recognized the sport and will give 

cheerleading at least $25,000 annually, and also 

allow the sport to apply for additional grants.   

Now if you thought that cheerleading just needs the money, you 

are wrong!  Cheerleaders work hard and    competitive cheerlead-

ers would dream of the opportunity to represent their country at 

the Olympics one day.  This recognition from the International 

Olympics Committee allows the sport to lay the groundwork for 

to apply for  inclusion in the Olympics games.   

Kit McConnell, the International Olympics Committee Sports 

Director, stated that there is a high youth appeal with the sport of 

cheerleading.   

So all you cheerleaders out there should start stretching and prac-

ticing even harder.  You might just have the       opportunity to 

represent the United States for two minutes and thirty seconds at 

the Olympic Games of 2020 in Tokyo!    

 By Jordan Mandaglio 

  

  

Members, your Homeroom Representatives 

or Mrs. Madalena know! 

Some future events planned for Student 

Council are: Valentine Gift Sale, Valentine 

Dance,  Leprechaun War, Operation Shoe 

Box Swim Night, Decade Days, Sing Along 

Movie Night, End of the Year dance, and 

Student Council 

Week.          

 

Student Council is a  representative       

structure for students only. The students 

choose the elective board.  We once again 

voted electronically this year.  Your elected 

board members are Justyn Melo– President, 

Dakota Hatcher—Vice President, Beatriz      

Conceicao—Secretary, and Hennessy 

Salgado—Treasurer.  We meet the first and 

third Tuesday of every month. The Student 

Council plans all the dances and most    

student activities.  The Student Council, as 

a whole, chooses some of the activities we 

do. The Student Council has even been           

responsible for requesting costume wearing 

for Halloween! This year we held our first 

Spirit Week, and it was really successful!  

Their Holiday Movie night allows them to 

donate many  toys to children in need.  

They will also be hosting a Valentine  Gift 

Sale.  All funds raised go toward cutting 

down the cost of future events.  If you have 

any comments or ideas to help the Student 

Council, please let the Executive Board 

 


